August 14.] Prescription of murder in Scotland.         25
acknowledged that the breadth of the street, and the loftiness of the buildings on each side made a noble appearance1.
My wife had tea ready for him, which it is well known he delighted to drink at all hours, particularly when sitting up late, and of which his able defence against Mr. Jonas Han-way2 should have obtained him a magnificent reward from the East-India Company. He shewed much complacency upon finding that the mistress of the house was so attentive to his singular habit; and as no man could be more polite when he chose to be so, his address to her was most courteous and engaging; and his conversation soon charmed her into a forgetfulness of his external appearance3.
I did not begin to keep a regular full journal till some days after we had set out from Edinburgh; but I have luckily preserved a good many fragments of his Memorabilia from his very first evening in Scotland.
We had, a little before this, had a trial for murder, in which the judges had allowed the lapse of twenty years since its commission as a plea in bar, in conformity with the doctrine of prescription in the civil law, which Scotland and several other countries in Europe have adopted. He at first disapproved of this; but then he thought there was something in it, if there had been for twenty years a neglect to prosecute a crime which was known. He would not allow that a murder, by not being discovered for twenty years, should escape punishment4. We talked of the ancient trial by duel. He did not think it so absurd as is generally supposed ; ' For (said he) it was only allowed when the question
1 'Most of their buildings are very mean ; and the whole town bears some resemblance to the old part of Birmingham.' PiozziLetters, i. 109.son, in describing Sir A. Macdonald's house in Sky, said :—' The Lady had not the common decencies of her tea-table ; we picked up our sugar with our fingers.'   Piozsi Letters, i. 138.
